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News items of interest to the vascular surgeon must be received at least 8 weeks before the
desired month of publication. Announcements published at no charge include those received
from a sponsoring society of this Journal, those courses and conferences sponsored by state,
regional, national, or international vascular surgical organizations, and universitysponsored
continuing medical education courses. Send applicable events to Andrew O’Brien, Journal
Manager, at a.obrien@elsevier.com. All other news items selected for publication carry
a charge of $60.00 US for each insertion, and the fee must accompany the request to publish.
Send announcements and payment, payable to this Journal, to Issue Management, Elsevier
Inc., 1600 John F. Kennedy Boulevard, Suite 1800, Philadelphia, PA, 19103.VITA Funding Available for Translational Research
Projects
Funding through the National Heart, Lung, and Blood
Institute’s VITA program is now available for those devel-
oping an innovative technology for treatment of vascular
disorders or thrombotic diseases. VITA is a contract
program supporting translational research projects that
address unmet needs in vascular disorders, thrombotic
diseases, and pulmonary hypertension. Responses are due
October 8, 2015. Apply for funding through this program
by October 8, 2015. Learn more at: NHLBI.nih.gov/
Research/Resources/VITA.
Challenges in Vascular Surgery 2015: Coding and
Reimbursement for Vascular Surgeons
This intensive, 2-day day class, slated for October 16-
17, is geared for vascular surgeons and their support staff
who need to maintain knowledge and competence for
appropriate billing and coding procedures. The Coding
and Reimbursement for Vascular program is designed to
address the 2015 updates including changes to endovas-
cular stent placement outside the lower extremity and
PQRS as well as coding for intravascular embolization
and retrograde intrathoracic carotid stenting. Addition-
ally, the course will review the proposed updates for
2015 with a focus on reporting standards for interven-
tional and open surgical procedures. The program also
includes information about the global surgical package
and how it impacts billing and reimbursement, along
with the application of modiﬁers for streamlined reim-
bursement. This will be accomplished by using a multi-
modality educational forum with didactic lectures,
panel discussions, case studies, and question-answer
sessions.
At the end of the session, participants should be
able to:
d Discuss the 2014/2015 CPT and Medicare changes.
d Demonstrate the application of modiﬁers for stream-
lined reimbursement.
d Deﬁne the Global Surgical Package and how it impacts
billing and reimbursement.RNAL OF VASCULAR SURGERY CASES/Septembed Explain the difference between incident-to and direct
billing.
d Understand the principle of component-coding.
d Discuss the correct coding for key vascular surgery
procedures.
d Discuss the correct coding for key endovascular and
open vascular procedures.
For more information on this program, and the addi-
tional E&M Coding and ICD-10 workshops visit http://
vsweb.org/Coding15.2015 Vein Forum, Comprehensive Venous Management
for the Practicing Clinician, October 16-17, 2015,
Washington, D.C.
The American Venous Forum’s 2015 Vein Forum
Program features dual track workshops to tailor each partici-
pant’s learning experience. The program will include basic
and advanced venous treatments and practice management.
CME Credits including Self-Assessment Credits will be
provided for this course.
Tracks and topics for each track are outlined below:
Basic & Advanced Workshops
d Endovenous Ablation Methods
d Hands-on Ultrasound
d Woundcare & Compression
d IVC Filters
d Pharmacomechanical Thrombolysis/Angioplasty &
Stenting/IVUS
d Pelvic Venous Embolization
d Sclerotherapy
Practice Management Track
d Financial Implications
d Stafﬁng
d IAC Accreditation
d Marketing & Social Media
Learn more about The 2015 Vein Forum meeting and
register online at www.veinforum.org.r 2015
CiDA (Controversies in Dialysis Access), The Roosevelt
New Orleans, New Orleans, LA, October 29-30, 2015
This meeting is the leading educational forum for
surgeons, radiologists, nephrologists and medical staff who
care for dialysis access patients. We embrace controversy,
reject bias, and invite input from faculty and attendees
alike. This is what sets CiDA apart.
CiDA was founded on the belief that continuing medical
education must also be entertaining and enjoyable. To keep
things interesting, more than half of the CiDAmeeting comprises
lively debates and case presentations during which audience
participation drives discussion to the heart of controversy. Ques-
tion-and-answer sessions and interactive real-time audience poll-
ing ensure that all attendees have a voice during the meeting
and can add their own experiences to the conversation.
VEITHsymposium, New York City, NY, November
17-21, 2015
Now in its 42nd year, VEITH symposium provides vascular
surgeons, interventional radiologists, interventional cardiologists
and other vascular specialists with the latest information in the
treatment of vascular disease. The ﬁve-day event features
rapid-ﬁre presentations from world-renowned vascular special-
ists with emphasis on the newest advances, changing concepts
in diagnosis and management, pressing controversies and new
techniques. Learn more at http://vsweb.org/VEITH.
Find more information on the following non-SVS events
at http://vsweb.org/Events.
Fall Fellows Course in Venous Disease, December 4-6,
2015, Seattle, WA
The Fellows Course in Venous Disease is presented for
the beneﬁt of fellows within the specialty of vascular surgery,
interventional radiology, vascular medicine and associated
programs. The course program will cover:JOURNALd Anatomy and pathophysiology of venous disorders and
noninvasive diagnostics
d Chronic venous insufﬁciency (superﬁcial & deep)
d Pregnancy, upper extremity venous issues, acute DVT,
and wound care
d Future of venous disease
d The business of venous disease
The goal of the course is to educate and update the
fellows regarding the latest theories and developments in
the clinical practice of vein disease management. Fellows
will gain an overall understanding of vein disease to allow
them to successfully incorporate venous knowledge, skills
and techniques into their overall practice as they make the
transition from training to the clinical practice.
Learn more about the 2015 Fall Fellows Course in
Venous Disease and register online at www.veinforum.org.
2015 VAM Recordings Available Now
Recordings and slides of almost all 2015 Vascular
Annual Meeting sessions are now available online. Attendees
should have received a link for their free online access. Non-
attendees can purchase online access for $499. Learn more
at VSweb.org/Recordings.
SVS IDE Application Template for Physician-Modiﬁed
or Industry-Manufactured Endografts Now Available
The SVS IDE application template is now available. The
template is for physician-modiﬁed endographs, or industry
manufactured endovascular systems for infrarenal, juxtarenal
or pararenal aortic aneurysms. Developed in collaboration
with FDA, the template can be used for developing an orig-
inal IDE application. To learn more about the template and
the guidelines for use, investigators may email: smurphy@
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